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FORTY years ago, Eric Holmes took
an important decision that would
change his life completely.

He brought his family to Angmering,
where he acquired a redundant business
in the village centre and built it up into a
hugely successful estate agency bearing
his name, writes Brian Shewry.

And because he was so appreciative of
the way he was accepted as a newcomer
to the area – he grew up in Yorkshire and
had been working in London – he wanted
to give something back to the community.

So began four decades of voluntary serv-
ice in public life, playing a crucial role
with groups such as Angmering Twinning
Association, The Angmering Chorale and
the Angmering Society, which he helped
to form as a ginger group for local affairs.

In the commercial world, he now takes
something of a back seat with Holmes and
Co, while his son Jonathon runs the busi-
ness.

“We are dealing with all sorts of proper-
ty in the village, new or old and right
through the price range up to one million
plus,” he told me.

A former Angmering Parish Council
chairman who served as a member for 12
years, Eric was born and bred in
Barnsley.

Immediately before moving to West
Sussex, he was living with his family in
Hertfordshire and working in London for
the National Coal Board.

“Latterly, I had been dealing with prop-
erty matters, although not in residential
estate agency, I must confess. But it was
a sort of introduction to it.

“The NCB were one of the country’s
biggest land-owners and had various part-
nerships in developing their land. I was
involved to some degree with that.

“But coal was a contracting industry and
I didn’t see much of a future staying with
it.

“My wife Shirley and I decided to look
around for somewhere with a really nice
environment in which to bring up the
children.

“At the same time, I wanted to find an
appropriate business. My wife had a
cousin living down here, a solicitor in
practice, and it was from him we heard
about the redundant business in The
Square. A deal was arranged and I took it
over.”

Originally, Eric had two offices, the sec-
ond being in Littlehampton, where he
took in an experienced partner, David
Arnold.

He went on: “I based myself in
Angmering, which I saw as a very pleas-
ant environment, and I felt the business
had the potential to provide a living, basi-
cally through residential sales and let-
tings.

“And I have certainly sold a substantial
number of properties over the years,
including some lovely old cottages.

“All deals are interesting and every deal
is different, because you are working with
individuals. This is the joy of estate
agency, or the pleasure of it as far as I’m
concerned.

“It’s a human business. We are dealing
with real people whose home is their
main asset. Not only that, it’s the place
where they want to live and be happy, so
buying a house or moving house is a very
important part of their life.

“Helping people to make their lives what
they want to be is a very satisfying occu-
pation.”

In recent years Eric, a widower, has
been less active in the business and has
become what he describes as “something
of a background boy”.

He explained: “My son has been with me
since 1990 and, if you like, the seesaw has
moved from then, when I was running the
business largely with his help, to the situ-
ation now where I help him occasionally,

looking after the management side and
finance. The business is certainly subject
to the variables of the economy.

“It is well-established, of course, with a
continuity. I think it’s important that we
have been here 40 years and it seems to
me we will be here for many more years.
Who knows if there’s going to be a third
generation or not.”

There could be. Jonathon and his wife
Nicky have two young boys, while daugh-
ter Vicki, a solicitor, and her husband
Tim are living in Brisbane, Australia,
with their two young girls.

Meanwhile, the Holmes team in
Angmering has been coping with the
aftermath of the credit crunch and finan-
cial crisis, with Eric admitting the proper-

ty market had “dipped horrendously” last
year and even become “virtually non-exis-
tent” for a period. “It has revived some-
what this year and is actually picking up.
It’s quite reasonable at the moment,” he
reported.

Eric’s leisure interests have brought him
a great deal of satisfaction, none more
than The Angmering Chorale, which he
joined within a few months of its incep-
tion and of which he has served as chair-
man for some years.

“I had always enjoyed music, but never
considered I might be able to join a choir,”
he confessed. “It has been a great interest
for more than 30 years and being able to
sing the magnificent works we perform
has been wonderful.

“I love the whole spectrum of choral
music, from baroque through romantic
and on to present day. At the moment,
the choir has contemporary composer
Karl Jenkins as its patron and we always
perform his works locally as soon as we
can.”

The choir’s usual venue is Arundel
Cathedral, but they have twice travelled
to New York to sing in Carnegie Hall and
the Lincoln Centre on Martin Luther
King Day.

Eric was one of the founders, along with
Leslie Baker and John King, of the twin-
ning association which partners
Angmering with Ouistreham in France, a
liaison that had progressed “very success-
fully”.

He is also a founder-member and life
vice-president of the Angmering Society,
the formation of which was prompted by
public annoyance over the apparent apa-
thy of the parish council at that time.

“It was felt that local affairs needed a bit
of a ginger group, as well as someone to
look after their interests,” Eric told me.

He met up with Terence Kay, Andrew
Pinsent and Jack Kessler and they
formed the society.

“It has just gone from strength to
strength,” he said. “It’s difficult now to
remember the subject of our first battle,
since the society seemed to be perpetually
involved in a number of things.

“But an important issue has always
been the control of planning, making sure
the village isn’t over-developed or devel-
oped in the wrong style. That just goes on
and on and on.”

Eric joined Littlehampton Rotary Club
in 1975, served as president in 1990 and
is currently contact officer for the club’s
German and French twin clubs.

He has been a governor of The
Angmering School since it was founded 33
years ago. And he has enjoyed playing
golf as a member of the Ham Manor Club
since 1970.

Looking back, does he consider his expe-
rience in Angmering has lived up to
expectations?

“I’m absolutely delighted,” he declared.
“It’s a wonderful part of the country to
live, I have met some nice people and
made some very good friends.

“Frankly, life here has been very satisfy-
ing and most fulfilling.”

Eric saves the best
move for himself

‘A wonderful part of the
country to live . . . life here
has been very satisfying
and most fulfilling . . . ’

NO LOOKING back for man who brought his family
here 40 years ago and set up his own estate agency

■ MOVERS AND SHAKERS: Eric Holmes (right) and his son Jonathon
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